
Grochem Australia

Ben Coombe 

October 2017



Grochem Australia

• New entity in the Australian market
– Melpat International acquisition

• 3rd July

– Grochem NZ has operated in the Australian 
market for a number of years.

– Horticulture Focus

• General Manager
– Ben Coombe

• 15 years horticultural experience

Head office
Melbourne
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“An understanding of the various 
pathogens is an important step in 
designing strategies for managing 

disease” 
(Ref:  M. Lang – Walnuts Australia, UTAS/TIA)



Disease Control Strategy
Primary Targets:

BUDS:
Infected buds carry disease from the previous season.  When new foliage emerges, it will be infected by spores 
(conidia) which develop from buds infected the previous season.

BARK:
Fungus fruiting bodies (cleistothecia) over winter in bark.  These release ascospores which spread the disease to 
foliage.



Disease Spectrum

1. Anthracnose (Collectotrichum SP / Microdochium)

2. Peacock Spot (Spilocaea oleagina)

3. Cercospora Leaf Mould (C. cladosporiodes)

4. Bacterial Diseases:
1. Xanthomonas Arboricola
2. Pseudomonas Syringae (Bacterial Stem Canker)
3. Pseudomonas Savastanoloi (Olive Knot)



Anthracnose (Colletotrichum sp / Microdochium)

Once rare, but now becoming an increasingly more common 
disease.

Affects a range of crops, including:  nuts (almonds, pistachios, etc.)





Thanks
Please visit us outside


